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[This is an actual Photo Dating Report done for a client,
and is provided as a sample with the client’s permission.]

Objective: This report is in response to your request on the APG-L@rootsweb.com
listserv for help in dating three old photographs. I will produce a separate report for
each photo, and this is the first of the three reports.

[Client Name]:

Of the three photographs, this one is definitely the oldest. This gentleman is very
fashionably dressed, which by itself is helpful information in understanding more about
the kind of man he was. This man cared about how he looked and worked at achieving
a fashionable appearance. The effort he put into his dress is especially apparent in his
careful hairstyle, neat beard and perfectly-tied cravat. Below is a full explanation of my
estimated date for the photo.

Late 1840’s to early 1850’s (est. 1849-1854).

This is an excellent example of late 1840’s Victorian men’s dress, but also includes other
elements (such as his beard and hairstyle) that show the newest trends seen in the early
1850’s.
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This gentleman’s shirt features the high straight collar typical of the 1840’s and 1850’s,
and he wears an excellent example of the strongly horizontal cravat (what we would
call a bow tie) that became stylish at the end of the 1840’s. The style of this cravat is
critical in dating this photo, since bow-tie cravats were popular throughout the
Victorian period. The difference is that cravats were comparatively thin at the
beginning of the 1840’s, but were worn so wide by the end of the decade that some men
actually wore frames to hold their cravat in place.

Vests were de rigueur during this period, and the low-cut shawl-collar style worn by
this man is typical of the 1840’s and 1850’s, as is the fact that his frock coat is cut to
show off a large portion of his vest. However, inexpensive china silk was only
introduced in the late 1840’s, and vests made of brightly-colored silk such as this one
became both affordable and very fashionable from the late 1840’s through the mid-
Victorian period.

This is also an era when men’s dress still exaggerated the width of the shoulders and
the narrowness of the waist. Some men actually wore corsets in this period, or had their
tailors put a little extra padding in their shoulders. Notice that this gentlemen’s jacket is
structured to accent the width of his shoulders. The wide lapels of this gentleman’s
coat are also characteristic of the late 1840’s and into the 1850’s.

Hair is critical in dating men’s photos, because changing one’s hairstyle was
considerably less expensive than buying a new suit. This gentleman wears his hair long
over his ears and he also has the deep side part and high frontal wave that became
especially popular in the early 1850's.

Sincerely,

Karen Wallace Steely
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