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[This is an actual Photo Dating Report done for a client,
and is provided as a sample with the client’s permission.]

Objective: Research the date of a21/8” x 2 1/2”tintype photo, scanned images of
which were provided to the researcher by [client name]. The album in which the photo
was found includes a label beneath this photo that identifies the subject as Wyatt Earp.
Scanned images of the album were also provided to the researcher, along with the
following information, in an email from [the client] dated 3 November 2005:

This photo was in a album patent date 1876 and originated in Seattle to San Francisco to
Massachusetts, where it was purchased. There was light brown paper wrapped around the
album that said "Completed, San Francisco, 1909". In the scrapbook was a large number of
pictures from the gold fields around Nome, Alaska. Plus a 1898 dog sled postage stamp.
(McGreeleys Express) for .25. As you opened the album Wyatt was on the first page. Also a
lot of pictures from San Diego Calif and one of Annie Oakley already verified. It is made out
of gray tin like substances.

Tintypes were made from the mid-1850"s into the 1920’s, so the fact that this is a tintype
does not help date the photo. Tintypes were cut into different standard sizes, depending
on how many photos were on a plate. A photo of this size (21/8” x 21/2") is referred
to as a ninth plate. Also, note that tintypes, along with daguerreotypes and
ambrotypes, are direct-positive images in which left and right are reversed. Therefore,
these photos present a mirror image of the subject. This is why, for example, the
gentleman’s coat in this photo appears to button on the wrong side. An analysis of the
scanned image of the back of the photo, including enlargement and enhancement of the
contrast ratio turned up no trace of writing on the back of the tintype. This is not
unusual - most tintypes do not have any sort of etched writing on the back.
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Late 1890’s to early 1900’s (est. 1895-1900).

However, even with the small cross-section of clothing that is visible, this photo can be
dated to between 1895 and 1900 through analysis of both the clothing and the
gentleman’s hairstyle and mustache.

Dressier suits, such as the one in this photo, were always worn buttoned up to the top
button in the 1890’s. Suits like this were factory-made and readily available to most
men, with prices ranging from seven to fifteen dollars for a suit such as this. These
ready-made suits were usually made of wool and could be purchased both in stores and
by mail order, and were reasonably inexpensive. This jacket is referred to as a sack coat
and this one is double-breasted, with the typical, slightly wider lapels found on double-
breasted coats of this era. Lapels in the 1890’s are generally narrower than earlier in the
Victorian period.

Shirts were primarily white during this period, and collars from this period are
uniformly small and stiff, and are made on a band with small points. This can be
differentiated from a common post-1900 collar, which tended to be higher. Note that
this same type of shirt was worn without its collar for casual wear or manual labor.
Narrow black bow ties like this gentleman is wearing were also common during the late
1890’s, and were frequently tied in a simple slip knot with the ends visible, as in this
photo. Bowties were also common prior to the mid-1890’s, but tended to be slightly
larger and softer in form than this one.

The style of this gentleman’s hair is also typical of the 1890’s, in that he wears it close to
the head and high, with a flat crown. This gentleman’s hair is longer than was
fashionable in the late 1890’s; however, it was not unusual for an older man in this era
to continue to wear the longer hair styles of his youth. Large mustaches, such as the one
this gentleman has, were also common throughout the 1890’s, but became less popular
after 1900.
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Although the researcher is not an expert on Wyatt Earp specifically, a comparison was
made between this photo and a known photo of Wyatt Earp taken in 1886. That photo
is shown below.

Rl
Wyaltt Earp, ¢. 1886

The similarity of pose aid in comparing the physical characteristics of the men in these
two photos. Note the following similarities:

Size and shape of ears and their placement on the head are as identical as this
researcher has ever seen.

Placement of the part and the receding hairline are consistent between both
photos, the only difference being what you would expect to see in two photos
that are about a decade apart - there is an additional amount of receding that has
occurred in the second photo.

The size, shape and height of the forehead are also very similar.

The shape of the nose is the same in both photos, although the overall size of the
nose seems slightly larger in the later picture. However, this too is consistent
with a difference of ten or so years between the photos because our noses do get
larger as we age.

The line of the jaw and the size and shape of the chin are also very similar.

The brow is similar in angle in both photos, and both men have eyes that are
very similar in size and similarly deep set.

Given all of these similarities and the probable date of the photo, it is the opinion of this
researcher that both photos are of the same man, and were taken about a decade apart.

Sincerely,

Karen Wallace Steely
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